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Xavier Cortada, “Sunburst Woodstork,” 2014

Xavier Cortada’s artistic practice is oriented around social engagement and the
environment, themes carried over into his public art works.

Cortada’s enduring usage of ceramics in his public practice allows for these
themes to become a long-standing part of the community, the permanence of
the medium presenting his works through an additional lens of conceptuality.



Xavier Cortada, “Sunburst Woodstork,” detail, 2014



Xavier Cortada, “Wading Birds,” hand-painted ceramic tile, 2014

Xavier Cortada, “Wading Birds," detail, 2014



Xavier Cortada, “Plaza Allapattah,” 2013

Above and left: Xavier Cortada, “Plaza Allapattah,” detail, 2013



Xavier Cortada, “Mangrove Cove,” 2013

Xavier Cortada has exhibited and produced works internationally, including in
Antarctica, Bolivia, Canada, Cyprus, Holland, Northern Ireland, Panama, Peru,
South Africa, Switzerland, Taiwan and the North Pole.

Cortada’s work is in the collections of the Perez Art Museum Miami (PAMM), the
NSU Museum of Art in Ft. Lauderdale, the Whatcom Museum, the Patricia and
Phillip Frost Art Museum, the MDC Museum of Art + Design and the World Bank.

Cortada has also been commissioned to create art for the White House, the
World Bank, the Florida Turnpike, Florida Botanical Gardens, Miami City Hall, Mi-
ami-Dade County Hall, the Miami Art Museum, Port Everglades, the Miami Sci-
ence Museum, Museum of Florida History, and the Frost Art Museum.

Corporations such as General Mills, Nike, Heineken and Hershey’s have commis-
sioned his art. Publishers like McDougal and Random House have featured it in
school textbooks and publications. His work has also been featured in National
Geographic TV and the Discovery Channel.



Xavier Cortada, “Mangrove Cove,” 2013

Xavier Cortada, “Mangrove Cove,” detail, 2013



Xavier Cortada, “Diatom Fountain,” 2013

Above and left: Xavier Cortada, “Diatom Fountain,” detail, 2013



Xavier Cortada, “Diatom Fountain,” 2013



Xavier Cortada, “Flower Force,” 2019



Xavier Cortada, “El Manglar,” 2019

Above and left: Xavier Cortada, “El Manglar,” detail, 2019



ABOUT THE ARTIST

Xavier Cortada is Professor of Practice at the University of Miami
Department of Art and Art History.

The crux of Cortada’s work finds itself rooted in a deep conceptual
engagement of his participants. Particularly environmentally focused,
the work Cortada develops is intended to generate awareness and
action towards issues of global climate change.

Cortada, who was born in Albany, New York of Cuban refugee parents
and grew up in Miami, holds undergraduate, graduate and law degrees
from the University of Miami.

To learn more, visit www.cortada.com
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